
Lessons from the
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park
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A Big Marine ParkA Big Marine Park

• The GBRMP is approximately 346,000 km2

344,400 square kilometres
combined
• France 547,026
• Baltic Sea 386,000
• Germany 365,755
• United Kingdom 244,000
• Belgium 30,513

2900 Reefs
600 Islands
300 coral cays



A complex 
marine park
A complex 

marine park

MultiMulti--jurisdictionaljurisdictional
• Federal Marine Park with some islands, State 

Coastal Marine Park and Island National 
Parks

Pressures and ValuesPressures and Values…………
• Tourism

2 million visitor days (per year)
• Recreation
55,000+ resident recreational fishers
• Commercial fishing
900+ fishing vessels 
• Shipping
2000 ship visits (per year)
7000 voyages (per year)
• Water Quality threats
• Native title rights
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•• One of the world's Greatest Natural One of the world's Greatest Natural 
WondersWonders

•• $5.4 billion per year contribution to the $5.4 billion per year contribution to the 
Australian Economy ($5.1 billion from Australian Economy ($5.1 billion from 
tourism)tourism)

•• Directly employs 53,800 FTEDirectly employs 53,800 FTE

What is at Stake?What is at Stake?



Requirements for effective 
marine conservation

• Effective marine conservation requires a lot 
more than just MPAs

• Essential requirements for effective marine 
conservation include:

1. regulation of land-based and maritime 
sources of pollution;

2. direct regulation of marine resource use;
3. establishment/management of MPAs; and

4. integrated coastal zone/ocean management.



Differing perspectivesDiffering perspectives

• Managers, researchers, local communities and politicians all have 
very different perspectives/ timeframes

• Different priorities /different agendas/expectations

Some challenges for managers

• need to clearly articulate 
management issues & 
objectives

• work with stakeholders eg 
become more involved with 
locals/researchers in 
evaluations/monitoring
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Biophysical Operating Principles
1.        Minimum size  20km across if possible
2.       The larger, the better
3.       Replicate no-take areas within bioregions to reduce risk
4.       Don’t ‘split-zone’ reefs if possible
5 & 6. Minimum of at least 20% per bioregion (5 = reef; 6= non-reef) 
7.       Consider cross-shelf  & latitudinal diversity
8.       Include examples of all community types  & physical environments
9.       Consider connectivity
10.     Consider special & unique sites/locations
11.     Consider adjacent uses

Social, Economic, Cultural & Management Operating Principles
1.       Maximise complementarity with adjacent areas
2.      Recognise social  benefits / costs (minimise impact on existing use)
3.      Complement existing & future management
4.      Maximise public understanding & enforceability



����������	�
����
�
�
���
������������	�
����
�
�
���
������������	�
����
�
�
���
������������	�
����
�
�
���
��

� � 
 ��	 ��
 � ��� 	 � 
 �� 	 � � � �� �
 � � � ��� � 	 � �� � �� �	 ��� 
 ��	 ��
 � ��� 	 � 
 �� 	 � � � �� �
 � � � ��� � 	 � �� � �� �	 ��� 
 ��	 ��
 � ��� 	 � 
 �� 	 � � � �� �
 � � � ��� � 	 � �� � �� �	 ��� 
 ��	 ��
 � ��� 	 � 
 �� 	 � � � �� �
 � � � ��� � 	 � �� � �� �	 ��
� 	 � � � 
 � 
 � �� 
 � 	 � � �� �
 
 �� �� � � 
 � � � � � 
 	 � � �� � � 
 
 � 
 � ��	 � �� 	 � � � 
 � 
 � �� 
 � 	 � � �� �
 
 �� �� � � 
 � � � � � 
 	 � � �� � � 
 
 � 
 � ��	 � �� 	 � � � 
 � 
 � �� 
 � 	 � � �� �
 
 �� �� � � 
 � � � � � 
 	 � � �� � � 
 
 � 
 � ��	 � �� 	 � � � 
 � 
 � �� 
 � 	 � � �� �
 
 �� �� � � 
 � � � � � 
 	 � � �� � � 
 
 � 
 � ��	 � �
� 
 � ��
 � � � 	 
 � �
 
 � � �� � � � ��� 
 �� � � 
 � � � � �� 
 � ��
 � � � 	 
 � �
 
 � � �� � � � ��� 
 �� � � 
 � � � � �� 
 � ��
 � � � 	 
 � �
 
 � � �� � � � ��� 
 �� � � 
 � � � � �� 
 � ��
 � � � 	 
 � �
 
 � � �� � � � ��� 
 �� � � 
 � � � � �     � �� � � 
 	 � �� �� � � 
 	 � �� �� � � 
 	 � �� �� � � 
 	 � �

� � 
 � 	 � 
 � �� 
 �	 � � � � �� � � � � � �� 	 
 � � � 
 � 
 � 	 
 �
 � � 	 � � � 	 � 
 �� 
 � 	 � 
 � �� 
 �	 � � � � �� � � � � � �� 	 
 � � � 
 � 
 � 	 
 �
 � � 	 � � � 	 � 
 �� 
 � 	 � 
 � �� 
 �	 � � � � �� � � � � � �� 	 
 � � � 
 � 
 � 	 
 �
 � � 	 � � � 	 � 
 �� 
 � 	 � 
 � �� 
 �	 � � � � �� � � � � � �� 	 
 � � � 
 � 
 � 	 
 �
 � � 	 � � � 	 � 
 �
� ! �" # ������	 � � � � �� �� 
 �	 � � � � �� ��
 � 
 � �! �" # ������	 � � � � �� �� 
 �	 � � � � �� ��
 � 
 � �! �" # ������	 � � � � �� �� 
 �	 � � � � �� ��
 � 
 � �! �" # ������	 � � � � �� �� 
 �	 � � � � �� ��
 � 
 � �
� �" # $ ���% � � 
 
 �
 �� � � � � � �� � � � � � � � 	 
 � �� 
 �
 % 	 ��	 � � � � ��" # $ ���% � � 
 
 �
 �� � � � � � �� � � � � � � � 	 
 � �� 
 �
 % 	 ��	 � � � � ��" # $ ���% � � 
 
 �
 �� � � � � � �� � � � � � � � 	 
 � �� 
 �
 % 	 ��	 � � � � ��" # $ ���% � � 
 
 �
 �� � � � � � �� � � � � � � � 	 
 � �� 
 �
 % 	 ��	 � � � � �

� � � � ��� � � � ��� � � � ��� � � � ��
(Source: R Kelly, ACRS)



������-� ��� �	 ��
 � �� �
 � � 
 
 �����������	
���	
�	���� ��	� �� 
� 


���������	

� �� �

 �� � �� � 

	�� � ��� 
� �� �
� � � � 	 �
 �� � � 
� � � 	



��������	
	���
�	���������	
	���
�	���������	
	���
�	���������	
	���
�	����� � 
� �� � � �� 
� �� � � �� 
� �� � � �� 
� �� � � �



� � � 
� � � �� ��
	�
���	
	���
�	�� � � �� � � 
� � � �� ��
	�
���	
	���
�	�� � � �� � � 
� � � �� ��
	�
���	
	���
�	�� � � �� � � 
� � � �� ��
	�
���	
	���
�	�� � � �



Vessel Monitoring 
System (VMS) Data
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Ocean zoning is not the only 
management ‘tool’ we use…

� Legislation 
� Permits
� Education
� Surveillance & enforcement 
� Other spatial layers

� Shipping lanes
� Defence areas
� Tourism Plans of Management 
� Indigenous hunting agreements

� Temporal closures (e.g. fish spawning)
� Economic instruments (eg. Environment 

Management Charge)

� Industry Codes of Practice
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Monitoring – no. of rec vessels 2001-2005
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Source: Queensland Department of Transport

Great Barrier Reef Coastal Communities, Registered Recreational Vessels

Great Barrier Reef Coastal Communities refers to the twenty-six Local Government Areas
from Bundaberg to Cape York that lie adjacent to the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park

New zoning in effect



For more information, see the website …
<www.gbrmpa.gov.au >
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