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UNESCO World Heritage Marine Programme

Available at the iTunes App Store



UNESCO Guide to MSP

Available at:  www.unesco-ioc-marinesp.be/



www.unesco-ioc-marinesp.be/



Source: Rijkswaterstaat, Netherlands



TextText

Source: Rijkswaterstaat, Netherlands



What Is Marine Spatial Planning?

“The public process of analyzing and 
allocating the spatial and temporal 
distribution of human activities in marine 
areas to achieve ecological, economic, 
and social objectives that are usually 
specified through a political process.”

Ehler & Douvere
Visions for a Sea Change

UNESCO International Workshop on
Marine Spatial Planning

2006
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Integrate What?

• Elements of the MSP Process

• Economic Sectors in the MSP Process

• Relevant Marine Management Programs

• Marine Spatial Plans Across Boundaries
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Management Is Comprised 
of Set of Elements--

All of Which Have to be
Carried Out to be Successful 



Management Begins
with Planning
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Integrate Performance
Monitoring and Evaluation
from the Beginning of the

Spatial Management Process



Integrate
Across

Economic Sectors



C
om

m
er

ci
al

 F
is

hi
ng

M
ar

in
e 

Tr
an

sp
or

t

M
ili

ta
ry

 A
ct

iv
iti

es

O
ffs

ho
re

 A
qu

ac
ul

tu
re

Re
ne

w
ab

le
 E

ne
rg

y

O
il 

& 
G

as

M
ar

in
e 

M
In

in
g

N
at

ur
e 

C
on

se
rv

at
io

n

Decisions DecisionsDecisionsDecisions Decisions Decisions Decisions Decisions

Single-Sector Decision Making
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Marine Spatial Planning

Integrated MSP Across Sectors



Integrate Fisheries
Spatial Management Measures

within Marine Spatial 
Management Plans
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MSP, Watersheds and Airsheds
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Source: Management Unit of North Sea Mathematical Models (MUMM), Belgium





Integrate Across
International

Boundaries While
Developing

National Plans



www.unesco-ioc-marinesp.be/



Thank You

Charles N. Ehler
Consultant

Marine Spatial Planning
IOC/UNESCO
Paris, France

charles.ehler@ mac.com

Thanks to the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation (USA) for its continuing 
support of the UNESCO work on marine spatial planning from 2006-2013.


