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Launch C-scope 

Combining Sea and Coastal Planning in Europe

VLIZ – Flanders Marine Institute

Oostende, April 29, 2009
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Organisation and structure

• Non-profit organisation, established in 1999

• VLIZ management

– Board of directors, Scientific Committee

– Cooperation agreements with institutes / research groups 

• VLIZ staff (29 FTE)

• VLIZ Subsidy

– Flemish government (95%) 

– Province of West-Flanders (5%) 

+ projects

• Five-year management agreements
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VLIZ is a scientific institution, but does not conduct scientific research

• Marine datacentre

• Logistic support 

• Marine (digital) library

• Communication desk

• Focal point

VLIZ does not generate data

• Except for data acquisition system on board of the R/V Zeeleeuw

• Added value by integrating data sets from different sources

• Added value by creating data compilations

InnovOcean site
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Field of action

All coastal and tidal systems

• open sea

• beaches

• dunes

• coastal polders

• mud flats and marshes 

• estuaries

All areas where Flemish marine scientists 

are/were active

• North Sea, Northeast Atlantic, …

• Deep sea, Arctic-Antarctica, tropics, …

Promoting multidisciplinary 

marine sciences



VormingPlus Oostende 29 april 08

VLIZ – Wandelaarkaai 7

Ligplaats Zeeleeuw 

Post Foxtrot

New land-based facilities

Vlaamse Overheid - MDK

• MRCC 

• Scheepvaartbegeleiding

Provinciaal Ankerpunt

Steunpunt 

NME-Kust

Structuur Kustwacht

http://www.west-vlaanderen.be/
http://www.scheldenet.nl/nl/scheldeinformatiecentrum?lng=nl
http://www.vliz.be/vmdcdata/photogallery/index.php?album=94&pic=1001
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• Scientists at universities and research institutes

• Government and administrations at the local, provincial, 

regional, federal, European and multilateral level

• Private companies

• Education: teachers, schools, high schools, environmental 

education, …

• Media & public

• Individuals

For who? 
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Logistic support

Land-based facilities:

• Green houses

• storage facilities, freezers etc.

• Meeting rooms; Conference hall

Facilities at sea RV Zeeleeuw

• 150 days - 1100h 

• 14 projects, 11 research teams

• Educational trips

• Equipment and infrastructure

• Monitoring

• incl. Schelde estuary (40 days – 300h)
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At sea
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Marine Library

• Largest marine collection available in 
Belgium

• Services 

• Open Marine Archive

• Integrated Marine Information System-
IMIS
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VLIZ Data & Information Center
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IMIS

Integrated Marine Information System

1. Inventory and document

http://www.vliz.be/vmdcdata/imis2
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Module Datasets Module InstitutesModule Persons
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Module Datasets

link to

Marine Data Archive



VormingPlus Oostende 29 april 08

2. Archive

MDA

Marine Data Archive

http://mda.vliz.be
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3. Integrate

EUROBIS

Data Portal

...

http://www.vliz.be/vmdcdata
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Biological data holdings

• Taxonomic Data: World Register of Marine Species (WoRMS)

• EurOBIS: European Ocean Biogeographic Information System

Statistics (March 2009) 

• 171 Datasets (data providers)

• 5,204,807 distribution records
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Geographic Information Systems

1. VLIMAR Gazetteer 

Standardisation Marine Placenames for data systems:
Online list of geo-objects

Placename, Placetype, Coordinates

Relations ~ hierachical

2. MARBOUND: Maritime Boundaries Database

Maritime boundaries (Polyline, Polygon (~ EEZ))

Website – free downloadable EEZ layers (shapefiles);

http://www.vliz.be/vmdcdata/marbound

> 2300 registered users

Map interface (open-source MapServer (OGC))

Application: National species checklists

http://www.vliz.be/vmdcdata/marbound
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3. Schelde estuary Geo Data Portal

• Integrated data portal on Schelde Estuary (BE-NL)

• Biological/physical/chemical/sampling data

• Monitoring data

• Maps/GIS layers for spatial planning and environmental management

• Metadata (Literature, Datasets, Publications)

• Dataproviders from BE/NL

• Chemical, ecology, environment, biological, fisheries, indicators

• Data ‘Atlas’ of the Schelde (International Coastal Atlas Network: ICAN)

• OGC compliant Web Services (GeoServer, GML)

• Web Feature Service (WFS)~vector data

• Web Map Service (WMS)~maps

• INSPIRE Directive
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4. Redistribute

Internet

Publications

Networks

IODE

Seadatanet

OBIS

ICES

! Not without explicit permission of the 

data owners !
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Figures & Policy

• link between research and management

• supply of data- and information; with focus on numbers

• scientifically sound, objective, relevant

• transparent communication, acknowledgement of source

 Facts & Figures: ‘SeaStats’

 Indicators 

 Policy support

 Partnerships & Cooperation
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1. SeaStats
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2. Policy support

Flanders Environmental 
Assessment (VMM)

chapter ‘Coast & Sea’

Historical fisheries data

List and factsheets   

non-endemic species 

BNS and estuaries
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3. Indicators for Coast and Sea

Coastal barometer: 

keeping a finger on the pulse 

for the Belgian coastal area 
(Coordination centre for Integrated 

Coastal Zone Management)

But also:

• Southern North Sea

• Europe: common methodology and 

indicators (DEDUCE).
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Provide objective, scientific information on 

marine research in Flanders/Belgium to:

• public at large

• education

• press

• ...

through: 

symposia & workshops, public events, 

infodesk, questions/answers, publications, 

movies & picture galleries, educational project 

& teaching packages, posters, ...

Scientific awards

Information & Communication
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• Publications



VormingPlus Oostende 29 april 08

• images.vliz.be: movies, photos & illustrations – free use!

http://www.vliz.be/vmdcdata/photogallery/movies.php?id=18
http://www.vliz.be/vmdcdata/photogallery/movies.php?id=10
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www.vliz.be

Wandelaarkaai 7 – 8400 Oostende

Contact us:

info@vliz.be

059 / 34 21 30

http://www.vliz.be/vmdcdata/photogallery/index.php?album=94&pic=1001

